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Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
THE PRAIRIE BY THE HIGHWAY BLOOMS WITH PROMISE 
Interstate 675 carved a different face on land that was once familiar to the 
members of the Watervliet Shaker Community who settled in Beavercreek in the 1800s. 
Growing beside the highway is something the Shakers would recognize-a prairie "built" 
by the religious community that lives on the grounds today. 
Launched in 1986 at Bergamo-Mount St. John in Greene County, the prairie was the 
one thing Brother Don Geiger, S.M., thought might be persuaded to grow in the 20-acre 
borrow pit that remained after Bergamo provided 100,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel 
for the construction of I-675. Geiger, a member of a Marianist community on the 
Bergamo grounds, is a nationally recognized plant physiologist and professor of 
biology at the University of Dayton. 
To date, more than 45 species of prairie plants, bearing such colorful names as 
nodding pink onion, orange coneflower, blazing star, rattlesnake master and white wild 
indigo, and eight kinds of grasses are growing in the gravel, which in itself is 
unique. 
"People get to see remnants of things that existed 4,000 to 8,000 years ago, 
after the glacier," Geiger said. At Bergamo, patience is paying off. Now four years 
old, the prairie is "beginning to get a personality," Geiger said. "It's exceeded my 
expectations." 
For media interviews, contact Brother Don Geiger, S.M., at (513) 229-2509. 
UD'S ROESCH LIBRARY OFFERS A LOOK INTO THE PAST 
Displayed on the library table are first editions of "Pickwick Papers", "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin" and "Huckleberry Finn" and a limited edition of "Ulysses", signed by the 
author, James Joyce, and the illustrator, Henri Matisse. 
To leaf through the volumes on display in the rare book room in University of 
Dayton's Roesch Library is to touch greatness. A stroll through the stacks offers the 
chance to hobnob with history's giants and literature's geniuses. Some 8,000 items, 
starting with manuscripts from before the age of printing, are housed in the air-
conditioned, humidity-controlled room on the library's seventh floor. 
The collection offers something for everyone, sports fans included. On the 
shelves is legendary sportswriter Si Burick's collection of books, written and 
autographed by famous athletes. In May, a benefactor of the library donated a 
significant collection that anyone with an interest in American history, politics or 
art will appreciate. 
Although access to the collection is by appointment only, rare books librarian 
Raymond Nartker readily grants requests. "I'd like to see more people use it," he 
said. 
For media interviews, contact Raymond Nartker 
t 
at (513) 229-3669. 
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For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241. 
